We thank Dr. Hejna both for his generous comment on our recent case report, Sudden death due to polyarteritis nodosa [1] (PAN), and for his gentle historical ''correction'', namely, that the genial Bohemian pathologist and Professor of Pathology at the University of Vienna, Karel Rokitanský (Carl Freiherr von Rokitansky), published in a disquisition on aneurysms, the first ''macroscopic'' description of necrotizing arteritis in 1852 [2] . History confirms a well-documented evolution eventuating in the current nosology and diagnostic criteria for PAN, which were midwifed by many nineteenth century continental giants of medical science and pathology [3] . Like Dr. Hejna, we value Professor Rokitansky as Primus inter pares in discovering PAN. Rokitansky described systemic aneurysms-save the brain and aorta-in a 23-year-old male, who also had renal infarcts and ulcers of the colon. As Dr. Hejna avers, Rokitansky undertook no histopathology of the lesions, but rightly deserved credit for recognizing the characteristics of PAN. Interestingly, in 1881 Hans Eppinger Sr. examined Rokitansky's patient's (index case) vascular aneurysms microscopically and diagnosed necrotizing arteritis [4] . As indicated in our paper, we concur with Jennette and Falk that ''[t]he classic pathological description of necrotizing arteritis was published by … Kussmaul and … Maier in 1866.'' [5, 6] . In the inaugural number of German Archives of Clinical Medicine, these physicians, respectively an internist and a pathologist, did ''… recognize the constellation of findings as a new clinical entity'': microscopical examination exhibited inflammation and necrosis of the nodules of the muscular arteries and prompted them to call the disease ''periarteritis nodosa'' [3] . At present, the presumptive diagnosis of PAN is confirmed by histopathology of involved tissue that reveals the nature of the vasculitis.
